
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 22 June 2017] 

 p1521b-1523a 
Hon Peter Collier 

 [1] 

ABORIGINAL REGIONAL SERVICES REFORM UNIT 
Statement 

HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Leader of the Opposition) [5.25 pm]: On Thursday 15 June, 
I stood and commented on a response I had received from Hon Alannah MacTiernan on my role in the 
Aboriginal Regional Services Reform Unit. I expressed real frustration at the response I received from the 
honourable member containing some accusations about me personally and my involvement in the reform unit. To 
remind members, I asked very specific questions on whether the minister intended to retain the Aboriginal 
Regional Services Reform Unit and whether the minister would provide a list of the current staff—a very simple 
question. I got a very simple response, which was as follows — 

(1)–(2) … Currently, the unit employs 25 staff under the leadership of Grahame Searle. I do not believe 
it is appropriate to list the names of all the other staff members. 

It was not that part of the answer that disturbed me; it was her preamble. The honourable member gave a considered 
preamble, which really bothered me; it was not some flippant off-the-cuff comment. I remind members what the 
honourable member said. She said, in part — 

… after the disastrous attempts by the then Minister for Indigenous Affairs to close scores of Aboriginal 
communities without consultation with those communities. He was offered a bit of money by Mr Abbott, 
and, given the parlous state of the budget, he wanted to take that money upfront, no strings attached, and 
he subsequently announced that various communities would be closed down. However, fortunately, the 
National Party came in on its white horse with the Regional Services Reform Unit, which was operating 
out of the Department of Regional Development. 

On every single front, that comment was false and that is why I took offence to it. It was not some jibe across the 
chamber or an interjection; it was a considered, measured response on the part of the honourable member. She 
came into this chamber with the clear intent to make that accusation. I say “accusation” because it was. I asked the 
honourable member for an apology because, as I said, I took personal affront to that; it was wrong. I have never 
ever commented about closing Aboriginal communities and never had any intent to. I constantly said that I had 
a deep personal regard for Aboriginal people. I spent a considerable amount of time in my Address-in-Reply 
contribution outlining the way that reform unit was established. I always consulted with Aboriginal people and 
I chaired the committee that constructed and established that reform unit, so I was directly responsible. To have 
those comments made in this chamber in a considered fashion on the part of the honourable member really 
offended me.  
As I said, I asked for an apology because the statement was false and inaccurate. I said that if she does not believe 
me, and she obviously does not, she should speak to the minister himself, who is a good man. Hon Ben Wyatt will 
tell her my role in the establishment of this reform unit. If not, she should go to the Department of Aboriginal 
Affairs, while it exists, and ask anyone there; ask any of the advisers of the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs; ask 
the chief of staff to the Attorney General, whom I mentioned, because in her former capacity as chief political 
journalist at The West Australian, she visited those Aboriginal communities with me. She knows what role 
I played. Every single individual I identified would be able to reinforce with the honourable member that her 
comments were false. I want to emphasise that the honourable member did not make some flippant comment; it 
was a measured comment and she made an accusation against me personally. I expected an apology on Tuesday, 
but that was not forthcoming. Yesterday, in question time no less, we got the following responses from 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan. I picked up on it because it was actually in a response to a question from Hon Ken 
Baston about the threat of wild dogs. I interjected at one point during Hon Alannah MacTiernan’s response, and 
the honourable member responded to my interjection and said — 

I am really sorry; I do not know how many times I need to apologise to the Leader of the Opposition for 
presuming that he had some influence in the last government. 

When I heard that, I thought: I do not know when she apologised, and how did I miss it? Apparently, it had 
occurred earlier in question time, in response to a question from Hon Robin Chapple about the Aboriginal Regional 
Services Reform Unit. I went back and had a look at that. I hope this is not the honourable member’s apology, 
because, if it is, it is a further insult. The honourable member said — 

I share the member’s concern about the situation of many of these remote Aboriginal communities. As 
I have said before in this place, many communities heard, without any consultation, that they were being 
closed down. 

Naturally, I interjected. Hon Alannah MacTiernan then said — 
I have gone back and checked. The former Premier made very definitive statements in the press — 

Yes, he did. I certainly did not. So, I interjected again, and said — 
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Not me. 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan then said — 

But Hon Peter Collier was minister at the time. I am sorry; I do apologise — 

I interjected again and said — 

You’re a disgrace! 

 

The honourable member then said — 

I gave the member some credit. I did not think that he was going to be a totally ineffectual minister, so 
I presumed that if his Premier was going off and making a statement — 

I interjected again, and the honourable member said — 

Sorry, you interjected. I presumed that if the former Premier was going off and making a statement that 
he would have had at least some compatibility with his Minister for Aboriginal Affairs at the time. 

I hope that that is not Hon Alannah MacTiernan’s indication of an apology. I hope she is not so beneath contempt 
as to assume that is an apology, because, if that is what she thinks, she has got a lot to learn in this place; she really 
has. 

The honourable member now knows that the comments she made last week are false. She had the opportunity to 
come into this place to correct the record from last week. She has not done so. 

The honourable member made a tacit and completely disingenuous apology yesterday in question time. It was not 
even an apology. It was a backhanded comment to me. I do not expect the honourable member to apologise now. 
I do not think she will. I do not think she should, because, quite frankly, it will not be sincere. All I am asking the 
honourable member to do is stand in this place and correct the record, not during question time, but perhaps during 
members’ statements next week, or in a personal statement. All I am asking the honourable member to do is 
acknowledge the fact that the comment she made was, number one, factually incorrect, and, number two, 
completely without foundation about anything that has ever been said by me in my capacity as Minister for 
Aboriginal Affairs and leader of this chamber. I want the honourable member to correct the record. I am not going 
to make a big deal of it. It will take her 10 or 20 seconds to stand in this place and say, “I acknowledge that the 
comments I made with regard to Hon Peter Collier were inaccurate.” The honourable member does not have to 
apologise. I do not want her to apologise, because I have no faith in her apology. 

There are other means in this chamber that I can follow with regard to those comments. I do not want to go down 
that path. If Hon Alannah MacTiernan is an honourable member, and if she has respect for this chamber, she will 
take heed of my comments tonight and will stand in this chamber next week for 10 seconds and say, 
“I acknowledge that the comments I made with regard to Hon Peter Collier were inaccurate.” That is all I am 
asking. I do not think that is too much to ask. 
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